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God’s Plain Rule for Prosperity and Success, Material 
and Spiritual, From the Bible 


.. whatsoever he doeth shall prosper,’ 


. « « that thou mayest prosper 
goest.”— 


‘é 


‘——pPs, 1:3. 


whithersoever thou 


Josh. 1:7. 


. for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then =i shalt have good success.”—Josh. 1:8. 


Many people do not take the Bi- 
ble seriously. They think it has lit- 
tle to do with the practical affairs 
of life. A great many Christians 
and even preachers foolishly say 
that the Bible and Bible religion 
are good enough for’ spiritual 
things, but they cannot give any 
guarantee of prosperity in this life. 
It is taken for granted that being 
a Christian and living by the Bible 
cannot heln_a man make a living 
for his family, to have a job in 
hard times, and to prosper financi- 
ally and materially. But such an 
idea is contrary to the Bible. The 
Bible does give a clear rule for 
prosperity and success in every de- 
tail of a man’s life, including both 
spiritual happiness and material 
comfort. 


Certainly we will grant that 
God does not want everybody to 
be’ rich. He does not want people 
even to desire riches, We are told 
that “the love of money is the 
root of all evil” (I Tim. 6:10), 
and covetousness is mentioned as 
one of the ten great sins prohibit- 
ed by the Ten Commandments. 
God does not usually want His 
children to be millionaries. But on 
the other hand, God does not 
want them to be defeated and in 
want. I am certain that God is 
displeased and dishonored by the 
multitude of professing Christians 
who fail in all they put their hand 
to, people who are the pity and 
the burden of all who successful- 
ly and prosperously meet life’s 
obligations. 

A glance at several verses will 
show that God wants His people 
to have all good things, including 
sufficient food and raiment and 
other necessities of life. 


“No good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.”°— 
Ps. 84:11. 

“But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added 
unto you.”’—Matt. 6:33. 

“Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance, and with the firstfruits 
of all thine increase: So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.’—Prov. 3:9, 10. 

“But my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.”—Phil. 
4:19. 


In the 37th Psalm are a num- 
ber of promises of material bless- 
ings. For instance, verse 3 says, 
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; 
so shalt thou dwell in the land, 
and verily thou shalt be fed.” The 
same Psalm clearly shows that God 
wants His people to earn their 
way. He does not want them to beg 
and they need not do so, for verse 
25 says, “I have been young, and 
now am old; yet have I not seen 


the righteous forsaken, 
seed begging bread.” 


nor his 


How Have This Prosperity? 


If God wants His people to be 
prosperous, there should be very 
definite instructions about it in the 
Bible. And there are. Many verses 
tell how to have the blessing 
of God on daily life, 

The first Psalm, verses 1-3; give 
a clear and useful rule for pros- 
perity: 


“Blessed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the counsel of the un- 
godly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his 
law doth he meditate day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not with- 
er; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.” 


The word blessed means fortu- 
nate, happy, or prosperous. The 
happy man mentioned here does 
not keep bad company. Notice the 
three verbs, “walketh,” “stand- 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Why I Cannot Recommend New Bible: 


The Revised Standard Version 


By Rev. Kenton F. Beshore, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Fourth & Freeman Streets 


“The voice 
hands of Esau.’’—Gen. 27 :22. 


is Jacob’s voice, 


Oceanside, California 


but the hands are the 


“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.””—Eph. 5:11. 


Before proceeding to an ap- 
praisal of the New Revised Stand- 
ard Version, I should like it to be 
clear that I have always believed 
the Bible to be the Divinely- 
inspired Word of God in the origi- 
nal Hebrew and Greek. I believe 
in plenary verbal inspiration, 
that is, that the Holy Spirit chose 
the actual words that He wanted 
each author to use, This, I am 
confident, was Jeremiah’s view of 
inspiration, for in Jeremiah 36:2 
God said, “Take thee a roll of a 
book, and write therein all the 
words that I have spoken unto 
thee against Israel, and against 
Judah, and against all the nations, 
from the day I spake unto thee, 
from the days of Josiah, even unto 
this day.” Further be it known 
that we are not opposed to new 
versions, Moreover, we would con- 
cede that the Revised Standard 
Version does have its points of ex- 
cellency. In fact, thaf is one of its 
dangers. Its values seem to out- 
weigh its defects, and thereby 
many may be deceived. 

In brief, I cannot recommend 
this version for the following rea- 
sons which we shall enumerate 
and then elaborate upon: 

1. The unbelieving men who 
made the translation. 


2. Its adoption of paraphrases 
which in no way can be justified 
as accurate translations. 

3. Its failure to indicate words 
which the translators supplied; but 
which are not in the original 
(heretofore in other translations 
indicated by italics). 

4. Its unitarian tendencies and 
general attempt to “play down” 
the deity of Christ, as shown, for 
example, by its refusal in most 
cases to use the pronouns for the 


The Land of Beginning Again 


By Alice Chase Chinn t 


For each of us who have traveled the road 
Of sorrow, misfortune and sin, 

There’s a wonderful place of courage and hope 
Called the Land of Beginning Again! 

There our mistakes, like lessons well learned, 
May help us to set a new pace: 

The thousand and one little faults that we have 
Will depart in this wonderful place. 


There hope, like a cloak that wraps us around, 
Makes stronger our purpose to win. 

And love, truth and faith are easily found 
In this Land of Beginning Again. 

Our own selfish thoughts we leave far behind 
And give to each person his due: 

Our promise we keep, and we do not forget 
The things we intended to do! 


No grudge in our heart, no malice, no strife, 
No words that are ever unkind; 

But a smile, and a laugh, and a loving hand-clasp 
In the Land of Beginning we find. 

The heartaches and griefs that discourage us so 
When we try our poor lives to amend 

Will pass away like a cloud from the sky 
In this Land of Beginning Again. 


Lord Jesus Christ which 
serves for Deity. 

o. The extensive use in the Old 
Testament of textual emendation 
by conjecture; indicated in the 
footnotes by the symbol “Cn.” 


it re- 


I. The Unbelieving Men Who 
Made the Translation: 

Dr, Weigle, chairman of the 
translation committee; has been 
affiliated with the Co-ordinating 
Committee to lift the (Spanish) 
Embargo, cited by the Congres- 
sional Committee on Un-American 
Activities as one of a number of 
front organizations set up by the 
Communist Party during the 
Spanish Civil War. He was also 
affiliated with the North American 
Committee to aid Spanish Demo- 
cracy, cited as a communist front 
by -the Congressional Committee 
on Un-American Activities; and af- 
filiated with the National Religion 
and Labor Foundation set up by 
radicals in 1932 to propagandize 
“the new social order.” He was a 
signer of the “World Tomorrow” 
Poll and voted in favor of social- 
ism, a drastic increase in inherit- 
ance and income taxes, and for 2 
eo-operative commonwealth §in- 
stead of capitalism. 


The committee included in its 
membership Harry M. Orlinsky, 
of the Jewish Institute of Relig- 
ion, New York, an active Jewish 


Rev. Kenton F. Beshore 


leader, not a professed Christian. 
A Jew does not accept the deity of 
Christ, but is unitarian in belief, 
and this helps to explain the uni- 
tarian emphasis dealing with the 
passages referring to the Messiah. 

Walter Russell Bowie of Union 
Theological Seminary worked on 
the New Testament. He is well 
known as a radical, and has been 
a member of a number of com- 
munist-front organizations! Dr. 
Bowie was related to the Amer- 
ican Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, cited as subversive 
and communist by Attorney Gen- 
eral Tom Clark. This committee 
is said by the Congressional Com- 
mittee on’ Un-American Activities 


(Continued on page 3) 
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He Answers Prayers by Directing Minds 
to Sources of Help 


By Dr. Charles A. Blanchard 
Second President of Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


A very dear friend of mine, who 
is a very successful physician, told 
me that early in his career he 
was called to visit a little girl 
who was critically ill. He said that 
he honestly cared for her as well 
as he knew how and every day 
it seemed that she was marching 
steadily down to the grave. He was 
distressed on many accounts. It 
was hard to see the little thing 


—" 


suffer; it was hard to see the suf. 
ferings of her parents. He knew 
that if she should die it would be 
mentioned to his discredit as a 
physician. There would be a loss 
of reputation and a consequent 
loss of income. For all these rea- 
sons and others he desired that 
the little girl might recover and 
everything which he knew how 
to do, he did, and all seemed 
unavailing. 

In this state of mind and heart 
he went into his back office, shut 
the door and locked it; and kneel. 
ing before God, said to Him: 

“Father, please show me what 
that little girl needs. I do not 
know how to help her.” 


Waiting there before God, his 
mind was directed to a remedy 
of which he had read, but which 
he had never known to be employ- 
ed, which, of course, he had never 
employed himself. Rising from his 
knees, he went at once and pre- 
pared a portion of that remedy. 
Calling a messenger, he sent it to 


‘the house with directions to throw 


away all the medicimes which he 
had left and employ this one. It 
was the one thing in the universe 
of God which was prepared for a 
human body suffering in the parti- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


‘ Friday, De December 28, 1956 


THE 


EDITOR’S 


Notes 


by John R. Rice 


Let me suggest very prayerful- 
ly some New Year's resolutions 
for all of us. 


First, by all means, read the Bi- 
ble through in 1957. It is easy. 
There are only 1,189 chapters. If 
you read four chapters a day, you 
will read the whole Bible through 
in a little less than ten months, 
It is suggested that you read one 
chapter in the New Testament or 
the Psalms every day, three chap- 
ters in the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment daily. And thus you read the 
the Bible through in less than a 
year. Isn’t that easy? It will take 
probably between fifteen/and thir- 
ty minutes daily, depending on 
how slowly you read, and what 
time you take to mark verses. 
That is little enough time, God 
knows, for the blessed Word of 
God. 


Or you may read three chapters 
each week day and five chapters 
on Sunday, and read the whole 
Bible through within a year. 


Now may I confess that my own 
favorite way of reading the Bible 
through in a year is to do it by 
books. Many of the smaller books 
I can read through in one sitting, 
a book a day. Longer books, like 
Genesis, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
the Psalms, will take several days. 
But when I finish reading a book, 
I mark by the title in pencil the 
date when it was finished. So I can 
always tell what has been read in 
the year. 

Another New Year’s resolution 
each one should make is to put 
soul winning first this year. Have 
prayer for definite people each 
day. Make definite plans for per- 
sonal soul-winning efforts at least 
each week, but preferably every 
day. 


Don’t Miss January Dollar Sale 
Values 

We have offered tremendous 
values in our January Dollar Sale. 
You may get books that sell for 
$1.50, $1.75, or $2.00 at $1 each, 
if you buy six or more at one 
time. No substitutions, no returns, 
no credit. Just save lots of money 
for your own library or the church 
library. See the big ad in this 


paper. 


How You Can Help Us 


Sunday night visitors in Whea- 
ton included Mr. and Mrs. George 
Klingler of Ashland, Ohio. Mr. 
Klingler is a blessed lay soul win- 
ner, How it refreshed our heart 
when he said, “Every day at a 
certain hour three of us join to- 
gether to pray for THE SworbD 
OF THE Lorp.” I earnestly plead 
that thousands who read this note 
will set out to pray definitely at 


” a definite time every day for THE 


SworD OF THE LorpD and the 
editor, Oh, may God breathe upon 
us in power for 1957! 

Others can help by setting a 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest reports of blessed revivals from 


angelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


trustworthy 


evangelists and churches. However, i! you send us your report for " Piicatean’ PLEASE 


give exact statistics, as far as possible, concerning conversions, 


etc., or we may not print it, 
chairmen of union campaigns.) 


EVANGELIST JIMMY 
O’QUINN, P.O. Box 711, Garland, 
Texas, has just completed a re- 
vival at the Harvey Street Bap- 
tist Church of Gainesville, Texas. 
Fifty-four additions to the church 
were recorded—37 came for bap- 
tism and 17 joined the church by 
letter. Forty-two promised to be- 
gin tithing and 12 vowed to be- 
gin family altars, Rev. C. O, Jack- 
son, Jr., pastor, says that “the 
whole town felt the impact of this 
revival, and it will be remembered 
for many years... I highly 
recommend this evangelist to any- 
one who wants a Bible revival. 
He preaches with force, declares 
the whole counsel of God, and is a 
real personal soul winner....” 

~ * * 


A revival campaign conducted 
by Sword EVANGELIST J. OS- 
CAR WELLS, Box 417, Bethany, 
Oklahoma, at the First Baptist 
Church, Rozel, Kansas, resulted in 
22 professions of faith in Christ 
as Saviour, 25 reconsecrations, and 
4 additions to the church member- 


edications, additions, 


We especially appreciate reports from pastors and 


ship. Rev. Clifford R. Wing, pas- 
tor, feels that “the simple Word of 
God preached in love and empow- 
ered by the Holy Spirit brought 
revival of faith and love for Christ 
and His church . .. We do praise 
the Lord for His wonderful bles- 
Sings upon us through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel to the heart by 
Brother Wells.” 
* . 

EVANGELIST ERNIE 
TONETTI, 2239 South 15th Street, 
Philadelphia 45, Pennsylvania, 
writes that 11 souls found Christ 
in his recent crusade at the Pines 
Community Church in Rockville, 
Maryland, Rev. Thawley Holmes, 
pastor. Five others rededicated 
their lives to the Lord. Mr. Harry 
Walker, a ministerial student, 
sparked the crusade by organizing 
prayer meetings and helping 
Brother Tonetti with the visita- 
tion, 

* + >. 

REV PAUL B. SMITH, Associ- 

ate Pastor, The Peoples Church, 


(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 1) , 


eth, and “sitteth.” The man who 
first casually walks with bad com- 
pany will next stand in the way 
with them, then sit down in their 
seat and live with them. 

Notice again how the kind of 
company grows worse. First, “un- 
godly,” that is simply those not 
Christians. Second, “sinners,” 
those actively sinning and wicked; 
and third, the “scorner,” that is 
those who are unbelievers, who 
scoff at and hate God. 


goal, a quota, and agreeing to send 
25 or 100 or 1,000 subscriptions 
this year. Write us for our plan, 
rock-bottom price, and special sub- 
scription blanks. 


Many should put THE Swond 
OF THE Lorp in their wills. 
Why not now plan to leave money 
or property to The Sword of the 
Lord Foundation where by strict 
charter and government supervi- 
sion it will be used in this non- 
profit corporation to spread the 
Gospel in the years to come? We 
desperately need a large capital 
investment to take the place of 
borrowed funds on which we work 
now. 

And now, Happy New Year, and 
God bless you. Will you read my 
sermon in this issue on “How to 
Have a Happy and Prosperous 
Year”? And may God give you 
just that. 
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Prosperous Year 


This blessed man or happy man 
is the one who keeps out of bad 
company. This is one thing im- 
portant about God’s plan for our 
prosperity and success, 


Root of Prosperity, the Bible 


But the Bible itself is the secret of 
prosperity and success. “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). True wis- 
dom or knowledge of how to suc- 
ceed and do well should naturally 
come then from the Bible, the 
Word of God, All success depends 
upon the favor of God and we 
cannot know how to please God 
except from the Bible. 

So verse 2 of Psalm 1 says: 


“But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.” 


The happy, successful, and pros- 
perous man is the man who loves 
the Bible, reads the Bible, lives by 
the Bible, and meditates therein 
day and night! 

At once it becomes apparent 
that some men are not prosperous 
who seem to be. I believe God can 
help in financial affairs and give 
prosperity in business but I am 
certain that those who only pros- 
per in material matters are mis- 
erable failures. God can help peo- 
ple to make money, but money is 
of far less importance than spiri- 
tual welfare and happiness. True 
prosperity is based on one’s har- 
mony with the will of God, and one 
cannot be in harmony with the 
will of God without a delight in 
the Word of God and constant 
meditation therein. Any other 
prosperity is one-sided, incomplete, 
and often temporary, more ap- 
parent than real. Real prosperity, 
well-rounded, complete, permanent 
prosperity and good fortune is 
found by loving, learning, follow- 
ing, and meditating in the Word 
of God. 


To be fully prosperous a man 
must be blessed, not only when he 
deals in money, but when he deals 
in eternal values; not only in 
bread and meat, but in love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance, etc. 

This prosperity is described in 
the third verse of the first Psalm, 
as follows: 


“And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper.” 


A cut flower may bloom and live 
for a time in a vase of water, The 
dry land of a great desert not long 
ago was watered by an unusual 
rain, the first in years. Immediate- 
ly there sprang up lovely wild 


$1,849 Needed for “What Must I Do 


to Be Saved?” Booklet in Japan 


In August I promised Japanese ministers to send $2, 506 
for a new printing of a half million copies of “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” in Japan. Through God’s help and your 
gifts we sent that money along with special gifts for other 


soul-winning work in Japan. 


Then Brother Kenny Joseph, 
teacher of evangelism in Japan 
Christian College, graduate of Bob 
Jones University and TEAM mis- 
sionary, wrote that he and Chris- 
tian college students and workers 
would like to give out millions of 
tracts during the Japanese New 
Year holidays which come early 
in January. He asked for another 
half million copies of “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” in Japanese, 
with a special introduction and 
heading to suit the Japanese holi- 
days. The half million copies will 
cost $2,849. We have already sent 
$1,000 to The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission in Chicago, on this edition. 
They are proceeding with publica- 
tion, We need at once $1,849 for 
these booklets. 


Here are some paragraphs from 
a letter of November 27 by Broth- 
er Joseph Kenny: 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“Just today I got your warm 
letter of November 21st. It was 
filled with good news and we 
praise the Lord for your continued 
faithfulness and warm heart and 
passion to spread the Gospel to 
millions yet untold. As soon as 
I got your letter I got on the 
phone and called up Fred Jarvis 
and Ken McVety and went ahead 
and ordered on faith the half mil- 
lion special holiday edition of 
your tract, ‘What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?’ These are not for 
Christmas, but for the traditional 
New Year’s celebration in Japan 
when probably three million people 
alone will visit the famous big 
four shrines and temples: The 


Le 


Emporer’s Palace, the Meiji 
Shrine, Asukuni Shrine (where 
they worship the millions of war 
dead) and the Asakusa Temple 
(goddess of mercy). 


“Already Youth for Christ and 
the Navigators have volunteered 
six workers, the High-School 
Born-Againers will also help, ag 
well as Japanese students from 
various Bible Schools in Tokyo and 
Yokohama, missionaries with ve 
hicles, etc. 


“Oh, if your readers could only 
once stand in this surging mob of 
humanity and realize that 99% of 
these dear people walking by don’t 
know Jesus Christ and are bound 
for an endless Hell, I am sure 
they would count no sacrifice too 
dear to rush the life-giving mes- 
Sage made so simple and plain in 
your God-used booklet. 

“You said you sent one thous 
sand dollars on to TEAM head- 
quarters for this and I'll trust 
the Lord with you for the rest .,, 

“Yours for souls,” 

(Signed) Kenny Joseph 
Japan Christian College 
4-992 Shimotakaido, Sugi- 
nami Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 

Gifts for the holiday edition may 
be sent at once to The Sword of 
the Lord, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. You may desig- 
nate your gifts for Japanese litera- 
ture or for the Free Literature 
Fund. A receipt will be sent for 
your gifts along with our grateful 
thanks, and we know God will re< 
ward those who give to this ur« 
gent missionary need. 


flowers from the seeds long dor- 
mant. But as the moisture eva- 
porated, the flowers died. So is the 
occasional and partial prosperity 
of any man whose roots take hold 
on the things of this world. But 
the happy, fortunate, blessed man 
of the first Psalm who meditates 
day and night in the Word of God 
and delights in it is like a tree 
planted by the riverside, and those 
roots go down deep to the subsoil, 
eternally Watered by the abundant 
river! Such a Christian never dries 
up. 

Throughout western Texas and 
much other country of little rain- 
fall, the observer may see the 
prairie broken by trees only a- 
long the water courses. Creeks 
are marked by the trees which 
grow along their banks. Trees can- 
not grow in the dry soil of higher 
ground, in wide stretches of the 
western United States. 


The depression ruined many 
businesses because they did not 
have resources to draw on at a 
time of distress. When moral 
stresses come, many men and wo- 
men fail and fali before the temp- 
tation and troubles that are theirs. 
The breakdown of business insti- 
tutions and the bankruptcy of 
firms is not as bad as the failing 
of human character in time of 
stress. Many people cannot stand 
prosperity and cannot stand pover- 
ty. They wither and are miserable, 
unhappy failures in the face of 
the inevitable disaster that life 
brings, Their roots are not plant- 
ed deep by the rivers of water. 
They do not have a place to go 
for reserve strength for every 
need, But the man who delights 
in the Bible and meditates there- 
in day and night is like the tree 
planted by the rivers of water. 
Such a man will bring forth his 
fruit in his season, whether it be 
a dry season or wet season. His 
prosperity will not depend upon 
outward conditions, His prosper- 
ity will depend on his being in 
touch with God, having prayers 
answered, and having the smile of 
Heaven upon his efforts. 


The Fruitful Christian 


The fruitful Christian is a 
Christian with his roots in the 
Word of God, one who delights in 
the Bible and meditates therein 
day and night. A Christian who is 
not successful in soul winning is 
a Christian who is not doing right 
by the Bible. Soul winning does not 


depend upon education, upon train- 
ing, upon natural gifts: No tree 
can bring forth fruit. of itself. It 
must be able to reach down deep 
in the bosom of mother nature 
and draw up the life-giving water 
and the food which is in the soil. 
So Christians only bear fruit ag 
they are rooted deep by the riv-4 
ers of water of God’s Word. 

Soul winners are not always 
great Bible students, not always 
scholars. But successful and un- 
usual soul winners are always 
those who delight in the Word. of 
God, who believe it, who love it, 
who meditate upon it. D, L. Moody 
is a suitable example. He was not 
known as a great Bible student, 
He was not a scholar. He had a 
very limited education, yet he wags 
a great Bible preacher and soul 
winner who loved the Bible with 
a holy devotion, studied it, knew 
it, believed it, and meditated in 
it day and night. Others who have 
scholarship do not delight and 
meditate day and night in the 
Word of God, so they do not 
bring forth fruit in season as 
they could and should. 


The Christian Whose Leaf 
Does Not Wither 


The leaves of a tree have many 
useful functions. As the roots ab- 
sorb the moisture and food values 
from the soil, so the leaves use 
the sunshine to carry on the pro- 
cess of nature. The leaves are a@ 
shade to the birds in the tree and 
to man and beasts who rest be- 
neath its shelter. The leaves de- 
light the eye. Anyone who will 
carefully study the infinite variety, 
in the shapes and color of the 
leaves will realize at once that 
God intended them for beauty. 

The Christian whose roots aré 
deep in God’s Word, the Chris- 
tian who is like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, will have 
leaves that do not wither! Surely, 
this means a happy, happy Chris- 
tian life. Christians ought to win 
souls, but Christians ought also 
to be happy, joyful, sweet teme- 
pered, A Christian’s leaves should 
not wither. His leaf will not wither 
if he delights day and night in 
the Word of God! 


One of my sins as a preacher 
has been that sometimes I labor 
in the ministry until I lose my 
own joy in the Lord. Too often I 
study the Bible as a_ preacher, 
but not delight in it as I should 
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Page Three 


Would You 


Turn Him 
Down? 


From Medan, Sumatra, in Indo- 
nesia, comes the following earnest 
letter: 


“Dear Mr. John R. Rice, 

“} am very glad indeed to let you know 
that your letter concerning the subscription 
has come to hand safely. | would like to 
toke the opportunity at this time to thank 
you profusely for all your favors of the 
past and present in sending me the weekly 
evangelistic paper, THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
free. Well, | am very sorry to let you know 
that | cannot pay for it myself. |. do hope 
that you will be kind enough as to send me 
free paper. | do believe with strong con- 
viction that you would help me. Thanks. 

“As you say you want to know about my 
present occupation. Well, | am just only 
a common teacher. | have been teaching 
for exactly two and a half years including 
this term which will end at the end of this 
year. That is all about my present job. 
Would you mind giving me some advices 
as how to be a successful and how to 
start a personal evangelistic work? Thanks! 

“May the Lord bless you all as you all 
labor for Him so faithfully. 

“Yours in Christ,” 
(Signed) 
Ong Tek Chye 


We are sending our Indonesian 
brother THE SWoRD OF THE LORD 
for one year, sending Dr. R. A. 
Torrey’s Vest Pocket Companion 
for Soul Winners, the editor’s 
pamphlet, How Great Soul Win- 
ners Were Filled With the Holy 
Spirit, and 7 Secrets of a Happy, 
Prosperous Christian Life.-This is 
little enough to do, is it not, for 
a school teacher in a far-off land 
who can send no money out of the 
country for THE SwWorpD OF THE 
LorD, yet wants to learn how “to 
start a personal evangelistic 
work.” Thousands of others are 
like our brother, Ong Tek Chye. 
They want.our help. Would you 
turn them down? Would you not 
send gifts to THE Sworp’s Minis- 
ters and Missionary Gift Fund and 
the Free Literature Fund? Ad- 
dress: SWORD OF THE LorpD, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. A receipt will be sent so 
you may deduct gifts on your in- 
come tax report. 
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Please mention THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing advertisements. 
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Above is pictured the monthly edition of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD in Japanese. 
There are 8 pages, size 10x14”. Reading 


is from top down, from right 


to left; so the 


front page is what to us would be the back 


page. Pray that THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD may spread revival fires, establish 
Christians in the faith, and win thou- 
sands in Japan as it has in America. 


The Revised Standard Version 


(Continued from page 1) 


to be one of the oldest auxiliaries 
of the Communist Party in the 
United States. He was related to 
the American Committee to Save 
Refugees, cited as a communist 
front by the Congressional Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, and also to the Church 
League for Industrial Democracy, 
cited by the Massachusetts Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities. 
He was a member of the Citizens’ 
Committee to Free Earl Browder, 
cited as a communist organization 
by Attorney General Francis Bid- 
dle, and as a communist front by 
the Congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities. He was a 
member of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress, listed as subversive and 
communist by Attorney General 
Tom Clark. Altogether, he has 
been named on 15 communist or 
communist-front organizations, 


As a matter of fact, there is 
not a man on the list who would 
be considered a fundamentalist 
or evangelical in the _ historic 
sense of the word. It should be 
observed that four of them are of 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York City, hotbed of modernism 
and socialism; three of Yale Di- 
vinity School, a center of socialism 
and modernism, 


In the preface of the Revised 
Standard Version the committee 
has given expression to the popu- 
lar neo-orthodox viewpoint con- 
cerning the Bible. Here we have 
itself in 
such a way that no reference 
whatsoever is made to the fact 
that the Bible is the Word of God 


or that the Bible is inspired by 
God. 

The Old Testament Committee: 
As listed in 1946 this committee 
of twenty-one scholars, under the 
headship of the well-known liberal 
Dean Luther A. Weigle, of the 
Yale University Divinity School, 
included only two who, to the 
knowledge of the writer, held to 
the plenary inspiration of Scrip- 
ture—President John R. Sampey, 
and Professor Kyle M. Yates, both 
of the Southern Baptist Seminary 
in Louisville, Kentucky. However 
President Sampey withdrew, al- 
most at the start; and one won- 
ders how much Professor Yates 
was able to do, faced with an al- 
most solid bank of the leading 
liberal scholars of the country. 
(The published report of the com- 
mittee admits that Dr. Yates took 
a pastorate and had little time for 
the translation. Ed.). 

The following statements by 
four of the members of the com- 
mittee are indicative of the liberal 
bias of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. 


Frederick C. Hiselen, late presi- 
dent of Garrett Biblical Institute: 


“Modern investigators ..,. . have 
marshaled too many facts to per- 
mit any longer the use of the Bible 
as an infallible guide in matters 
of science and history. The writ- 
ers did the best of which they 
were capable under the intellectual 
limitations of the age in which 
they lived..... (And) in mat- 
ters of faith and conduct... the 
student soon discovers difficul- 
ties.” (Harris Franklin Rall, ed., 


(Continued from page 2) 


100 Bloor East, Toronto 5, Canada, 
and his team have been in the 
Dominion of New Zealand for 86 
days. They have had 160 meetings, 
1,812 people have been dealt with 
in the counselling rooms (conver- 
sions and reclamations) and L3,238 
($9,066.40) have been raised for 
missions. 

In Hastings the campaign 
brought greater blessing from al- 
most every standpoint than even 
the best of the earlier efforts. The 
prayer backing was intense, the 
advertising was ingenious, the 
crowds were unprecedented, and 
the blessing was torrential. After 
the first meeting in the Assembly 
Hall the committee was forced 
to move to the largest theatre in 
the city. The crowds continued to 


Christianity To-Day, Nashville, 
1928, pp. 42-3) 

Julius A, Bewer, professor of 
Old Testament, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York: 

“P’s (the priestly editor of the 
Pentateuch) desire for preciseness 
and accuracy is well illustrated in 
the exact dates and figures which 
he gives. But, however accurate 
they may seem to be, they turn 
out to be altogether unreliable... 
...not handed down by any re- 
liable tradition but...... an 
adaptation of an early Babylonian 
chronological scheme” (The Lit- 
erature of the Old Testament, 
N. E. 1944, p. 265). 

James Moffatt of the famous 
modern Moffatt Bible: 

“We also know that the New 


(Continued on page 4) 


With the Evangelists 


increase until the Municipal 
Theatre was filled to capacity. 
The singing of the 100-voice choir 


) 


Standing at the portal of the opening year, 

Words of comfort meet us, hushing every 
tear: ~ 

Spoken through the silence by our Father's 
voice, 

Tender, strong, and faithful, making us 
rejoice. 

Onward then, and fear not, Children of the 

’ 


For His ‘word shall never, never pass 
away! 


For the year before us, Oh, what rich 


supplies! 
For the poor and needy living streams 
shall rise; 
For the sad and sinful shall His grace 
abound; 
For the faint and feeble, perfect strength 
be found. 
Onward then, and fear not, Children of 
the day! 


For His word shall never, never pass away. 


Frances Ridley Havergal 


———— ——$_—_____ 
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Newman was so unusual that re. 
cordings were produced to be sold 
in New Zealand. One can never 
forget the final service with the 
huge crowd, the anxious spirit 
of expectancy, and the great num- 
ber of souls that poured forward 
when the appeal was made. 

In Hamilton there was almost 
a duplicate scene of blessing as 
the Toronto team moved in on a 
Tuesday night, turned people away 
from the Technical School audi- 
torium by Saturday, and moved 
for the last two meetings to the 
Embassy Theatre. The spirit of 
evangelism has captured the hearts 
of the New Zealanders in such 
a way that each successive cam- 
paign has gathered momentum 
from the others and there has 
been a real “snowballing” of in- 
terest. 

Perhaps the most far-reaching 
results will come from the lunch 
hour services. These have been 
held in the Y.M.C.A, or the Sal- 
vation Army Citadel and have 
proved that the people “down un- 
der” have a great heart for mis- 
sions. The messages on world e- 
vangelization have drawn crowds 
that have filled each of the halls. 

Johny Ambrose, soloist, has been 
asked to record under the label of 
His Master’s Voice. 

> > Saal 

EVANGELIST ROBERT L. 
SUMNER, Box 3, Pana, Illinois, 
recently completed a revival cam- 
paign at the Wildwood Baptist 
Church, Mesquite, Texas. Seven- 
teen people were saved at the 
church, and 5 accepted Christ in 
their homes. Of this number, 15 
were baptized into the church, 
Four united with the church by 
letter. The pastor, Rev. J. E. Hop- 
kins, reports, “I believe I have 
seen preaching at its best in the 
ministry of Robert L. Sumner... 
I highly recommend Bob to any 
preacher or church who wants real 
Bible preaching and heart-chal- 
lenging messages. I consider him as 


under the leadership of Don 


one of God’s choice servants ....” 


One of our Bob Jones University 
graduates wrote my son, Bob, Jr., 
the president of the University, a 
few days ago as follows: “I en- 
close a money order for $50 as 
part of my last salary before go- 
ing into the Army. The Lord has 
really been good to me, and in 
appreciation for the many bless- 
ings and for the wonderful testi- 
mony of Bob Jones University I 
would like the money to be used 
in the best way for the continu- 
ance of the Lord’s work.” 


I wish that Bob and I could 
share with you all the wonderful 
letters that are coming to us. Sure- 
ly God is back of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity and its testimony. We have 
never had such a spirit on the cam- 
pus as we have had in recent 
weeks. Won’t you Bible-believing, 
born-again Christian people re- 
member to do just three things 


for us. First: Pray daily and earn- 


estly for the school and for Bob, 
Jr., the president, and for all who 
are associated with us here. Sec- 
ond: Help us line up the right kind 
of students because we are mak- 
ing a special effort now to train 
real, honest-to-goodness, uncom- 
promising Christian leaders in this 
day when there is so much com- 
promise. It takes real Christian 
character to stand the test now. 
Third: Won’t you invest some of 
the money that God gives you in 
the work of the institution. We 
need all the help we can get for 
our missionary work, for the stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund, and 
also for the general operating 
overhead of the University. Please 
let us hear from you, Thank you 
and God bless you, 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C, 


(Advertisement) 
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“NOT FOR SALE” 


By Rey. Charles Vradenburgh 


Did you ever hear of the ap- 
parently strange situation where- 
in a store clerk found it necessary 
to argue with a customer against 
being paid for a particular item? 
Well, that is exactly the position 
in which I found my self, as store 
clerk, the other evening in our 
Sword Book Room here in Whea- 
ton. One of our local patrons of the 
Book Room, also a prayerful sup- 
porter of the work of the Sword of 
the Lord Foundation, received 
through the mail her annual calen- 
dar pack. Being delighted with the 
beautiful and inspirational outward 
appearance of this handy calendar 
pack, without thinking of its pur- 
pose in addition to being a friendly 
seasonal greetings from the Sword 
Foundation, she immediately 
thought of several of her closest 
friends to whom she would like 
to give such a calendar. 


With purse in hand, she hustled 
down to the Sword Book Room, 
and, after expressing delight and 
satisfaction. in her calendar pack, 
she laid out some bills on the 
counter saying she desired to pur- 
chase several additional packs for 
dear friends. With some effort I 
tried to assure her that they were 
not for sale, but that we would be 
happy.to give her as many as she 
could wisely use. However, she in- 
sisted that they were too beautiful 
to be given away free. Not be- 
ing very old, but having lived 
long enough to know that you can- 
not win an argument with a lady, 
I consented to take her money, 
telling her that it would be her 
personal contribution to the Lord’s 
work here at the Sword of the 
Lord. 

I then discovered that she was 
not aware of the full purpose of 
the calendar pack; therefore, I 
proceeded to explain how simply 
it works as a most convenient 
medium for making prayerful, 
regular contributions to the many 
phases of the Lord’s work through 
the Sword Foundation. I indicated 
how that the calendar for each 
month of the year was an envelope 
that could be easily slipped from 
the pack, leaving the calendar for 
the following month right there 
in position. The envelope just re- 
moved is a handy offering envelope 
which may be mailed without writ- 
ing a letter, using a stamp or 
jooking up our mailing address. 
Under the flap of the envelope is 
a form listing the various funds 
to which contributions can be 
made, including the Minister and 
Missionary Subscription Gift Fund, 
the Free Literature Fund, the 
Building Fund, plus blanks which 
can be indicated: ‘Where most 
needed” and for any special ir- 
regular cause which may come to 
one’s attention throughout the 
year. A space below is then given 
for the contributor’s name and 
address. Cash, check or money or- 
der may be enclosed in the enve- 
lope, which may then be dropped 
in the nearest mailbox. 

After hearing all this, my Book 
Room customer was doubly im- 
pressed; now, not only with the 


aesthetic beauty of the calendar | 
pack, but also with its practical | 


usefulness. 


as soon as you lay eyes on it! 
Words fail in describing its var- 
ied virtues. Compact in size, so as 


not to take up too much space’ 
on desk or mantle surface, yet) 


with numerals on the calendar of 
clear, bold face type which can 
be read from a distance easily. As 
to its inspirational value, in ad- 
dition to the beautifully printed 
promise on the calendar pack it- 
self of Philippians 4:19—‘“God shall 
supply all your needs’’—there is an 
encouraging and challenging verse 
of Scripture for each month, visi- 
ble through a separate window in 
the pack. The pack is made of 
sturdy, bright blue cardboard, 
with a-standard in the back for 
desk or mantle use, and also a 
slot, if you prefer to hang it for a 
wall calendar. 

We have already sent out sev- 
eral thousands of these calendar 
packs to our regular contributors 


in continental and _ territorial 
U.S.A., being unable, by postal 
regulations, to send them _ to 


Canada and other foreign 
countries. If you are among 
those who are somewhat new to 
the work of the Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, or have not been here- 
tofore a regular contributor to 
the Lord’s work through us, we 
want you to have the opportunity 
of possessing one of these calen- 
dar packs for your inspiration, 
and to help you help us in getting 
out the Gospel throughout the 
world. Therefore, we invite you to 
drop us a note or post card, giv- 
ing us your name and address, and 
simply mentioning “Calendar 
Pack,” and we will be happy to 
send you a pack immediately. Get 
your friends to send us their 
names and addresses also, asking 
for packs for themselves. BUT 
REMEMBER—you need not send 
any money for the _ calendar 
pack—"This item: NOT FOR 
SALE!” If the Lord leads 
you to make a_ée contribution 
to His work here at the time you 
request a calendar pack, well and 
good. We will thank Him, and 
thank you most heartily for it. You 
are under no obligation even to 
make contributions every month, 
if you are not able—though we 
trust you will want to invest as 
frequently in this great world- 
rirdling Gospel work as you poss- 
ibly can; hence, for your conve- 
nience, this inspiring incentive to 
giving monthly. Write for your 
free calendar pack, TODAY, to 
Sword of the Lord, Foundation, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 


Again, may we urge our Chris- 
tian friends in Canada and other 
foreign countries to contiuué to 
remember us by your prayers and 
gifts. Though you are not able to 
make use of the envelopes in this 
calendar pack to send gifts to the 
Lord’s work here—we therefore 
being unable to send them to you 

—nevertheless, all of you can re- 
member us regularly in prayer, and 
many of you can send, as the Lord 
provides, cash, check or money or- 
der gifts by regular first class 
mail, using your country’s postage 
and envelopes. We are sorry that 
we cannot offer this added con- 
venience of the calendar pack to 
you, but trust that you will share 


| with us, nonetheless, in this bless- 


And YOU WILI, BE TOO, just |¢ ™™SUY: 


Please mention THH SWORD 
| OF THE LORD when answer- 


Ling advertisements 


— enirinredimenrimatiie 
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The Revised Standard Version 


(Continued from page 3) 


Testament writers attached a 
meaning to some Old Testament 
prophecies which was unhistorical 
era Historical criticism has 
rendered a true service to Christ- 
ianity by relieving it of the neces- 
sity of accepting literally such at- 
tempts ... . Predictions .... 
like that of the millennium in the 
book of Revelation are due to some 
passing mood of faith in a par- 
ticular age ”. (The Approach to 
the New Testament, London, 1922, 
pp. 85-6). 

Miller Burrows, professor of Bi- 
ble, Yale University Divinity 
School: 

“The distinction between re- 
ligious and non-religious areas of 
truth does not dispose of all the 
errors of the Bible. Even in mat- 
ters of religious concern the Bible 
is by no means of uniform value 
throughout. Not only are false 
ideas expressed, wrong practices 
are sanctioned . . We cannot 
take the Bible as a whole and in 
every part as stating with divine 
authority what we must believe 
and do” (Outline of Biblical Theol- 
ogy, Philadelphia, 1946, pp. 47, 50). 

(A note here by the Editor: 
The Scripture says in I Corinth- 
ians 2:14, “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” An uncon- 
verted man, in natural wisdom, 
cannot understand spiritual things. 
Then how can these unconverted 
men, denying the inspiration and 
authority of the Bible and the 
historic Christian faith, be trusted 
to understand properly and trans- 
late accurately revealed truth 
which they cannot understand and 


do not believe? Our  brother’s 
point here is well taken.) 
II. Its Adoption of Para- 


phrases Which in No Way 
Can Be Justified as Ac- 
curate Translations 


The definition of paraphrase in 
the standard dictionary reads in 
part as follows: 


“Explanation or re-statement 
of a thought, passage, or text, 
in words different from and 
generally with more clearness 
and with greater detail than the 
original statement; any free 
translation or reproduction of 
the sense of a passage or work.” 


The liberal bias of the New 
Version is seen occasionally in the 
substitution of entirely new words 
for words found in the original, 
for no other apparent reason than 
the revisers notion of what the 
inspired apostle or prophet should 
have said. Sometimes not even the 
Lord Jesus Christ is permitted to 
say what He actually did say in 
the original: 

In Matthew 7:13, our Lord said, 
“broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction,” but He has been 
corrected in the New Version and 
His words are changed to read, 
“the way is easy, that leads to 
destruction.” 

Matthew 16:18, “the gates of 
hell,” rendered “the gates of 
Hades” in the American Standard 
Version has been changed to read, 
“the powers of death.” Here the 
revisers would insert our Lord’s 
actual words in the margin. 

We cite these examples of the 
manner in which the sacred text 
has been handled by the revisers, 
not because these particular pas- 
sages are of outstanding import- 
ance in themselves, but because 
they raise a serious question as to 
how people of God can have con- 
fidence in the Revised Standard 
Version. It may be true that the 
way to destruction is easy, but 
that is not what our Lord said 
about it. He said, “it is broad.” 
Some may prefer the “powers of 
death” to “the gates of hell,” but 
who could preach with freedom 
on a text created by men who did 
not use the actual language of 
our Lord. 


Ill. Its Failure to Indicate 
Words Which the Translators 
Supplied, But Which Are 
Not in the Original (Here- 
tofore Indicated by 
Italics) 

The complete absence of italics 
from the text of the Revised 
Standard Version is one of the 
most significant changes intro- 


duced in this revision. The change 
is not new, of course, since it has 
been a characteristic feature of 
“modern speech” versions for 
years. But as a feature of a ver- 
sion which claims to be a “revi- 
sion” of the King James and the 
American Standard Version of 
1901, the change is very signifi- 
cant. It is all the more significant 
because the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion uses far greater freedom in 
rendering than we find in either 
the King James or the American 
Standard Version. 


The following is a brief list of 
unwarranted changes in the book 
of Romans in the New Version. 
The parentheses indicate words 
supplied in the Revised Standard 
Version. 

Romans 1:3 “(the gospel) con- 
cerning his Son” 

Romans 2:7 “(he will give) eter- 
nal life” 

Romans 2:17 
tionship to) God”’ 

Romans 3:9 “We (Jews)” “un- 
der (the power of) sin” 

Romans 6:16 “sin (which leads) 
to death” 

The greatest advantage in the 
use of italics is that they enable 
the reader to understand what is 
and what is not in the text. For 
example, Hebrews 12:1, “Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith . .’ One will 
quickly notice that owr is in italics 
and therefore may be omitted by 
the reader because it is not in the 
original Greek, which changes the 
meaning greatly. 

A very obvious reason for the 
failure of the Revised Standard 
Version to indicate its interpretive 
additions by italics is that its 
renderings are often so free that 
italics would not suffice. We in- 
clude just a few illustrations here: 

Matthew 16:23, “For thou mind- 
est not the things of God” (ASV) 
becomes “for you are not on the 
side of God” (RSV) 

Romans 10:3, “God’s righteous- 
ness” becomes “the righteousness 
that comes from God.” 

Romans 10:11, “Whosoever be- 
lieveth on him shall not be put to 
shame” (ASV) becomes “No one 
who believes in him will be put 
to shame.” (RSV) 

Ephesians 5:32, “But I speak 
concerning Christ and the church” 
(ASV) becomes, “and I take it 
to mean Christ and the church,” 
(RSV) which suggests’ rather 
plainly that Paul was not very 
clear in his own mind what he was 
talking about. 


Consequently, a great advantage 
in the use of italics is that it acts 
as a restraint, and at times a much 
needed curb on the tendency to 
make the translation a paraphrase 
which simply gives what the trans- 
lator thinks is the “gist” of the 
meaning, instead of the actual 
meaning of the original. 


“of (your rela- 


IV. Its Unitarian ‘Tendencies 
as Shown for Example by Its 
Refusal in Most Cases to Use 
the Pronouns for the Lord 
Jesus Christ Which It 
Reserves for Deity 


The footnote in Matthew 1:16, 
in the first two million copies 
published is given, “Joseph, to 
whom was betrothed the Virgin 
Mary, was the father of Jesus, 
who was called Christ.” 


This translation which is the 
reading of the Sinaitic Syriac ver- 
sion, a notoriously poor transla- 
tion, not a Greek manuscript at 
all, which is dated about 400 A. D., 
making it a late manuscript, is a 
definite stab at the virgin birth 
of Jesus Christ by making Joseph 
the father of Jesus. 

You will notice the deity of 
Christ is eliminated from Romans 
9:5 by punctuation ... 


King James 
“Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen.” 


Revised Standard Version 
“To them belong the patriarchs, 
and of their race, according to the 


flesh, is the Christ. God who is 
over all be blessed for. ever. 
Amen.,”’ 


Hebrews 1:3 is rendered “He 
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reflects the glory of God,” which 
weakens the sense of the refer- 
ence. You will notice Mark 15:39 
changes the statement from “the 
Son of God” to ‘“‘a son of God” and 
again the use of the indefinite 
article is used in Hebrews 1:2 
changing His Son to a Son. 


Psalm 45:6 “Thy throne, O God, 
is forever and ever” is changed to, 
“The divine throne.” Hebrews 1:8 
makes this definitely refer to 
Christ. 

The New Version has abandoned 
the old singular pronouns, Thee, 
Thou, and Thine except as applied 
to God (and to the harlot city of 
Babylon in Revelation 18:10, 14, 
22-23). Satan, human beings, and 
Jesus Christ are uniformly ad- 
dressed as “you,” even where 
Peter makes his great profession 
of faith in Christ’s deity. In 
Matthew 16:16 Jesus is still ad- 
dressed with the pronoun used for 
man and not that which the ver- 
sion uses for God! This is incom- 
prehensible unless the words “you 
are the son of the living God” are 
meant only in the sense that any 
man might be called the son of 
God. Even after His resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus is still ad- 
dressed as “you”! 


Probably most Bible students 
would turn immediately to Isaiah 
7:14 as the most important key 
text in the Old Testament likely 
to show unbelief in the historic 
doctrines of the Christian faith. 
Here is a reference to the virgin 
birth which has been relegated to 
the margin. Whatever argument 
may be made for dropping “virgin” 
to marginal status, it should be re- 
membered that Robert Dick Wil- 
son, possibly one of the greatest 
linguistic scholars, wrote concern- 
ing the word, “virgin,” which in 
the Hebrew is “almah”’: 

“Two conclusions from the evi- 
dence seem clear, (1) that “al- 
mah” so far as is known, never 
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meant ‘young married woman’ and 
(2) the presumption in common 
law and usage was and is, that 
every ‘almah’ is virgin and virt- 
uous.” He goes on to say that, 
“The language itself is not the 
difficulty, The great and only dif- 
ficulty lies in disbelief in predic- 
tive prophecy and in the almighty 
power of God; or in the desire 
to throw discredit upon the divine 
Sonship of Jesus.” 


That the Hebrew word almah 
which is used here can and may 
mean ‘virgin’ is made quite plain 
by Genesis 24:43 where this word 
is used of Rebecca .. . “Behold, I 
stand by the well of water; and it 
shall come to pass, that when the 
virgin cometh forth to draw water, 
and I say to her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water of thy pitcher 
to drink.” Note what is said of 
her in verse 16,... “And the dam- 
sel was very fair to look upon, a 
virgin, neither had any man 
known her; and she went down to 
the well, and filled her pitcher, 
and came up.” Therefore, this 
rendering indicates quite clearly 
that the Revised Standard Version 
does not regard this passage in 
Isaiah as prophetic of the virgin 
birth of Jesus. 


In his book, Messiah: His Na- 
ture and Person, Dr. David L. 
Cooper, who is president of the 
Biblical Research Society, gives a 
full exposition of Isaiah 7:14. Dr. 
Cooper is, I believe, the outstand- 
ing Bible expositor of our day, 
and widely recognized as a He- 
brew and Greek scholar. After 
four years of study under him I 
can well appreciate his careful 
handling of the Word of God. I 
quote, in part, his commentary on 
the three significant Hebrew 
words, naarah, bethulah, and al- 
mah, descriptive of a young maid- 
en. 

“From the facts given and many 
others that could be presented the 
only conclusion which may be 
drawn is that na’arah primarily 
means a little girl or young lady 
‘without any reference to her 
chastity or virginity but that it 
sometimes does refer to a young 
widow, as in the case of Ruth 2:6 
where it refers to Ruth the widow 
of Mahlon and daughter-in-law to 
Naomi. 


“The second word for considera- 
tion is bethulah. This word pri- 
marily means virgin and is usually 
so rendered. An excellent passage 
Which sets forth this meaning is 
Deuteronomy 22:13-21, Even in 
figurative expressions referring to 
cities and nations that have not 
been conquered the inherent idea 
is clearly seen. But from Joel 1:8 
it is clear that it was used also 
in referring to a young widow: 
“Lament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth for the husband of her 
youth.” This passage calls upon 
the children of Israel to weep be- 
cause of the judgment just de- 
scribed as a young widow. (Bethu- 
lah) laments the death of her hus- 
band. This passage shows that, 
though its primary meaning is 
that of a virgin, it was used to re- 
fer to a widow. Originally and 
usually it does refer to a virgin 
but in time it, as Joel 1:8 shows, 
took on a broader meaning and in- 
cluded widows. In view of this en- 
larged meaning both Moses and 
the writer of the book of Judges 
felt that it was necessary to add 
a restrictive clause in order to 
make their meaning clear beyond 
a doubt. The record of the selec- 
tion of a wife for Isaac is given 
in Genesis 24. Moses in writing 
the story said that Rebekah, “the 
damsel (na’arah was very fair to 
look upon, a virgin (bethulah), 
neither had any man known her,” 
etc. (vs. 16), He first called her a 
na’arah, then bethulah; but to his 
mind these words were not suf- 
ficiently definite to affirm her 
virginity; hence he added: ‘‘neith- 
er had any man known her.” If 
either or both of these terms had 
unquestionably. indicated her puri- 
ty and chastity, there would have 
been no necessity of stating that 
she had not known a man. This 
fact proves that Moses felt it 
necessary to show that he was 
using the latter word in its origi- 
nal and limited sense of virgin and 
not in the later and broader mean- 
ing which might in*a given con- 
text include widows. 

« “It is now proper to investigate 
the meaning of almah, which oc- 


curs in the passage under con- 
sideration and upon the meaning 
of which the import of the predic- 


tion depends, It occurs seven times 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, It is | 
also found in I Chronicles 15:20: | 
Psalm 9:1; 46:1; 48:15 as a musi-| 
cal notation indicating that the | 
poem to which it is attached is to | 
be sung by soprano or falsetto 
voices. Hence these notations can | 
throw no light upon the use of 
the term. Our investigation must 
be confined to the seven other 
occurrences of the word. 


“As seen above, Moses described 
Rebekah as na’arah and bethulah 
which terms he immediately de- 
fined as a young lady who had not 
known man (Genesis 24:16). In 
verses 42, 43 of this chapter he 
gave us the gist of a prayer which 
Eleazar uttered when he came to 
the fountain of water where he 
met her and in which he cried out 
to God. “Behold, I am standing by 
the fountain of water: and let it 
come to pass, that almah the 
maiden that cometh forth to draw 
water .. let the same be the 
woman whom the Lord hath ap- 
pointed for my master’s son.” It 
is certain that Eleazar prayed very 
definitely that he might be led to 
find a true virgin for Isaac: hence 
in his petition he chose the word 
that conveyed that definite mean- 
ing. These facts show clearly that 
this occurrence of our word means 
a true virgin. 

“To attempt to make almah in 
Isa. 7:14, contrary to its universal 
usage, mean a young married 
woman is to ignore the miraculous 
element stamped indelibly upon 
sign by the facts of this context. 
The thought of natural generation 
and ordinary birth is foreign to 
this context: in fact, such an idea 
clashes with all the data of the 
passage. One is irresistibly led to 
the conclusion that in this passage, 
as in all other instances, almah 
means a young, pure virgin. Fur- 
‘ther strength is added to the con- 
clusion given above by the fact that 
the Hebrew scholars who trans- 
lated the Tenach (O.T.) in the third 
century before the common era 
rendered almah in this passage by 
the Greek word parthenos the 
meaning of which, without dispute, 
is virgin. It is to be remembered 
that this translation was made be- 
fore the rise of the controversy 
concerning its meaning. Therefore 
those making this translation were 
free from the bias which always 
results from controversy. All 
things being equal, there must be 
positive, overwhelming proof to 
the contrary before we can logic- 
ally discard their rendering, Since, 
as seen above, their translation is 
in harmony with the facts which 
the Hebrew text in all instances 
affords. we are logically bound to 
accept their interpretation.” 


V. The Extensive Use in the 
Old Testament of Textual 
Emendation by Conjec- 
ture: Indicated in the 
Footnotes by the 
Symbol “Cn” 


Such a notation appears for ex- 
ample 67 times in the Minor Pro- 
phets. The comment by the trans- 
lators on this notation is, “CN in- 
dicates a correction made where 
the text has suffered in transmis- 
sion and the version provided no 
satisfactory restoration, but the 
committee agrees with the judg- 
ment of competent scholars as to 
the most probable re-construction 
of the text.’”’ Competent conserva- 
tive scholars generally agree that 
any correction based on other than 
manuscript evidence must neces- 
sarily be no more than a guess. 
There are, despite the assertion of 
the preface to the contrary, pas- 
sages and apparently many of 
them where the text is changed 
from the manuscripts at hand 
without any indication given in the 
margin. The reason for this dif- 
ferent attitude toward the Old 
Testament text is not far to seek. 
Dr. James Moffatt was a member 
of the Revised Standard Version 
| committee for 14 years. In 1924-25 
'he published his version of the 
Old Testament, in the preface to 
| which the statement is made that 
_the, “Traditional or Massoretic 
text of the Old Testament, though 
of primary value, is often des- 
perately corrupt.” He held that 
there are “passages so corrupt 


even with the help of the ver- 
sions.” So in some cases he left 
gaps. But, he says, “Wherever I 
was satisfied with some correction 
or conjecture which at least made 
tolerable sense, I preferred to 
adopt it. When the choice lay be- 
tween guess or a gap, I inclined to 


prefer the former, feeling that the 


ordinary reader for whom this 
version is designed, would have a 
proper dislike of gaps,” and yet 
Dr. James Moffatt was one of the 
chief men chosen to serve on the 
Revised Standard Version Com- 
mittee, 


VI. Some Further Comments 


1, The word, Calvary, no longer 
appears in the new Bible, Will our 
lovely hymns with “Calvary” need 
also to be changed? 

2. The Lord’s Prayer is written 
to adopt the Roman Catholic form 
deleting, “for thine is the King- 
dom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen.” 


3. The word, “blood,” has been 
removed from many passages, as 
for instance, Colossians 1:14, 
which in the King James Version 
reads: “in whom we have redemp- 
tion through His blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins.” The R. S. V. 
reads, “in whom we have redemp- 
tion, the forgiveness of sins.” 

4. One of the most heartbreak- 
ing moves of all is seen in the fact 
that the American Bible Society, 
which was organized to print the 
Bible, “without note or comment” 
has amended its charter and will 
now publish portions of the new 
National Council Bible with all of 


its notes and remarks. Multiplied 
thousands of dollars in legacies 
throughout the years have been 
left to the American Bible Society 
to print the King James Version. 

The American Bible Society in 
1950 became a part of The Nation- 
al Council of Churches and it is 
the copyrighted Bible of the N. C.- 
C. which the American Bible So- 
ciety will now begin circulating. 

5, In no one case of the instances 
cited in the New Translation has 
the change of words been caused 
by any linguistic or archeological 
discovery. No new manuscript dis- 
covery gives the slightest warrant 
for any one of the changes listed. 
All of them are solely the result 
of the anti-supernatural bias of the 
translators. 


Were Jeremiah alive today, he 
would well repeat, “How do ye 
say, we are wise, and the law of 
Jehovah is with us? But, behold, 
the false pen of the scribes hath 
wrought falsely” (8:8, American 
Standard Version.) 


The following is just a brief list 
of Scriptures noting changes 
which the -revisers have made. 
All in parentheses is entirely omit- 
ted or changed in the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. 


Matthew 
1:25 brought forth her (FIRST 
BORN )—¥is out. 
18:11 (VERSE OUT)—Son of 


man is come to save. 

19:9 (MARRIETH HER—PUT 
AWAY — ADULTERY) — is 
out. 
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Yes, we are offering you fine books that sell regularly for as much 
as $1.50, $1.75, and $2, during January only, for only $1 each, But remem- 
ber, this offer is good only where six or more are ordered at once. It is 
good only during January, and the offer includes only the books listed 
here, no others. 


You see, alter the Christmas lull, 


people busy and get out the Gospel 
we want to keep our workers busy. 


in these tremendous books. We hope 


We have big stocks. Why not pick 
out some of the most popular and 
most helpful Christian books and 
get them out during this slack time? 
We cut our profits, but keep our 


to help many and get out thousands 
of books. So here is your money- 
saving opportunity to stock up dur- 
ing January only. 


When the King Comes 


Back 
by Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 136 
pages, beautiful library binding. 
Nine chapters on Christ’s sec- 
ond coming, with introduction 
by Dr. Wilbur M, Smith. Regu- 
larly $2.00. 


Black Rock 


a famous Christian novel by 
Ralph Connor. A tremendous 
blessing. 144 pages, two-color 
library hard binding, regularly 
$2. 


Remember, pick six or more of these items, enclose $1 for each, and 
add 10c to each item for postage. Don’t miss this chance to save on some 
of the very best life-transforming Christian literature. 


It’s Dynamite 
by Dr. Lee Roberson. Twelve 
sermons, 130 pages, four pages 
of pictures, library hard bind- 
ing, very popular. Regularly 
$1.50. 


How to Obtain Fullness 


of Power 
by Dr. R. A. Torrey. Chapters 
on the power of the Word of 
God, of the blood of Christ, of 
the Holy Spirit, of prayer, of a 
surrendered life. Library hard 
binding, regularly $1.50. 


Death ... and After? 


by Dr. Lee Roberson. Seven 
great sermons by this famous 
preacher. Beautiful library bind- 
ing. Regularly $1.50. 


When a Christian Sins 


by John R. Rice. Six chapters, 
134 pages, answering Bible 
questions about the sins of 
Christians, eternal security, the 
wages of sin, eternal rewards, 
the way to cleansing and vic- 
tory. Scriptures explained. Very 


Five Ancient Sins 
Dogging the Steps of Modern 
Men, by Dr. Lee Roberson. Ser- 
mons on jealousy, gossip, sel- 
fishness, malice, unfaithfulness. 
Hard library binding. Regularly 
$1.25. 


The Inclusive Dictionary- 
Concordance 


270 pages, limp leatherette cov- 
er, 15 colored maps, 117 illus- 
trations. Concordance and Bible 
dictionary very valuable. For 
Dollar Sale only because we 
have many on hand. Better get 
several at this price for S. S. 


also be had dur- 
ing January only 
as long as our 
stock lasts, . on 
our dollar  bar- 
gain sale provid- 
ed six are order- 
ed at one time. 
Jungle Doctor on 


Safari 
Jungle Doctor Operates 


Jungle Doctor Attacks 
Witchcraft 


Jungle Doctor's 
Enemies 


Jungle Doctor Meets 
a Lion 

Jungle Doctor to the 
Rescue 


Jungle Doctor's Case- 
Book 


Jungle Doctor and 
the Whirlwind 


Eyes on the Jungle 
Doctor 


Jungle Doctor Looks 
for Trouble 


Jungle Doctor Goes 
West 


Jungle Doctor Stings 
a Scorpion 
Probably the only opportunity 

you will ever have to stock up on 

these “Jungle Doctor’ books s0.4n- 
expensively. First come, first serv- 
ed, as long as our stock lasts. 


REMEMBER THE RULES. 


1. These prices good only when six or more 
of the books are ordered at one time. 


Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives, and Women 


Preachers 

by John R. Rice. Clothbound. 
Three pictures: Mrs. Rice and 
her six daughters; Mary Lloys 
at fourteen with braids; Eliza- 
beth with long hair before her 
mirror. Scriptural, convincing, 
spiritual, popular. Regularly 
$1.50. 


The Soul-Winner’s Fire 


by John R. Rice. Eight sermons 
on soul-winning passion and 
power. Clothbound. Beautifully 
bound and printed. Regularly 
$1.50, 


‘ 


A Reward for Jerry 
by Grace Rice MacMullen. A 
beautiful story for youngsters 
with teaching on_ salvation, 
obedience, soul winning. Illus- 
trations, pictured hard library 
binding. Regularly $1.25. 


Household Salvation 
Nine sermons by Evangelist 
John Linton. Effective, heart- 
warming, powerful Bible preach- 
ing. 126 pages, cloth binding. 
Regularly $1.50. 


Present Day Methodism 


and the Bible 
by Newton C. Conant. Exposure 
of modernism in the Methodist 
church by a Protestant Metho- 
dist preacher. 107 pages, paper 
binding, A real eye-opener. 


All About Christian 
Giving 
by John R. Rice. 174 pages, 13 


chapters, paper binding, Very 
useful. 


We Can Have Revival 


Now! 
201 pages, clothbound. Ten 
heart-warming, powerful chap- 
ters on revival. Regularly $2. 


helpful. Regularly $1.75. class, gifts, etc. 


2. Enclose 10c postage per book. 


Higley’s Commentary for 1951. 3. No substitution of books not listed here. 
Note: not this year’s Sunday School lessons, but 320 big pages. 
Full of help for preachers, seed thoughts, Bible exposition, ques- 
tions and answers, illustrations. Twelve of the lessons are on 
the life of Christ from Mark. Six are from Genesis, 5 from 
Luke, 4 from Exodus, etc. 


these prices. 


4. No credit orders, no discounts, no returns allowed on 


We suggest that Sunday Schools get all these 


books possible for libraries. Go together with 


Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Commentary 
for 1952 


320 pages, clothbound. Half of the lessons are in the Gospels and 
in Acts, one whole quarter in Matthew, others comparing the 
teachings of Jesus with the Old Testament. Full of exposition, 
seed thoughts, teaching helps, illustrations. The illustrations 
alone on each lesson make it worth the price for the preacher 
or teacher. About 300,000 words—a great bargain. 


only as long as our stock lasts. 


hurry! 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER COUPON 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois 


Please mail me books listed below. I understand if I buy six or more copies of 
any title, I may have them at $1 each, plus 10c for each item for postage. I en- 
close $ 


......When the King Comes Back 
misiiaihinnl It’s Dynamite 


-..-.---Jungle Doctor’s Case-Book 
......Jungle Doctor and the Whirlwind 


menial Death... and After? -~....Eyes on the Jungle Doctor 
Ba SS Five Ancient Sins ......Jungle Doctor Looks for Trouble 
‘inthicaaiae Black Rock 


Guitocuean Jungle Doctor Stings a Scorpion 
winiediean How to Obtain Fullness of Power 


wuntinie When a Christian Sins 

_.....The Inclusive Dictionary-Concordance 
ecediciall The Jungle Doctor 

tiiealeaid Jungle Doctor on Safari 

(eiieieiaal Jungle Doctor Operates 

ctanpeiied Jungle Doctor Attacks Witchcraft 
iscsi’ Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 

spavabioniaal Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 

EM A Jungle Doctor Goes West 


._..--Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and Women 
Preachers 
~....The Soul-Winner’s Fire 
phcinitil A Reward for Jerry 
-...-—Household Salvation 
ential Present Day Methodism and the Bible 
All About Christian Giving 
pineaiandl We Can Have Revival Now! 
miinidilins Higley’s Commentary for 1951 


saiiatinial ~Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Commentary 


, = Jungle Decter to the Rescue for 1952. 
' 

: Name 

i 

' 

- Street or Box 

' 

; City Zone__... State 
; 

' 

. 


POSITIVELY NO ORDERS FILLED AT ABOVE PRICES AFTER JANUARY, 1957 
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your neighbors to make up a list and order at 
once. Cash must be enclosed. Quantities are 
limited on some of these books. Prices good 


These prices good only during January, so 
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Friday, December 28, 1956 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Severt 


God Uses Means 


(Continued from page 1) 


cular way in which that little 
child was afflicted. 

At once there was improvement 
and improvement passed on to 
complete recovery, to the joy and 
help of all concerned, 


A Bit of Roasted Flour 


H. L. Hastings of Boston, auth- 
or of lectures on the Bible, and 
editor for many years of The 
Christian, told me that at one 
tiffie his wife was sick and near 
to death. Prayer was offered with- 
out ceasing and apparently with- 
out avail. Remedies which seem- 
ed appropriate were used but all 
were apparently useless. Step by 
step she went down toward death. 
In a great agony of spirit he went 
apart to pray, and as he prayed 
he remembered that he had heard 
that flour, browned in a pan, could 
be retained by the stomach when 
nothing else could be. His wife 
had for days been so that clear 
water was instantly rejected. She 
had not retained a particle of 
solid food for days and was lying 
as one without any hope, physical- 
ly speaking, 

After having prepared this 
browned flour, he gave her a 
small portion from a teaspoon, and 
she retained it. Shortly thereaf- 
tér he gave her more which also 
she retained. It was the begin- 
ning of a complete recovery. I sup- 
pose she lived in the neighborhood 
of thirty years after that time. 
I myself held meetings with her 
son and herself after the death 
of Mr. Hastings. She was then in 
vigorous life and greatly used in 
work for the kingdom of God. 


Without Solicitation 


This is perhaps as good a place 
as any to discuss more fully than 
I have hitherto the question 
whether all the Lord’s people 
should follow the example of 
George Mueller, J. Hudson Taylor, 
and others, and rely for carrying 
on the work entrusted to them on 
prayer alone, or should also speak 
concerning the work of God to 
His people. I believe I have in an- 
other chapter spoken of two mot- 
toes, the one, “Trust God”; the 
other, “Trust God, and tell His 
children.” Both Mr. Taylor and 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 


Send for Samples 


SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 


Mention The Sword of the Lord 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts, Copy 1s 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


ABSENTEE CARDS 


FREE catalog, samples, instructions, on 
Sunday School absentee follow-up system. 
Or trial order, 100 assorted cards $1.25. 
Write today, Christian Cards, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 


TAPE RECORDERS WHOLESALE! 


Tape recorders, 4-speed phonographs, pro- 
jectors, desks, filing cabinets, furniture— 
HOLESALE to all Christian workers 
and “Sword” readers. Unequaled values! 
‘ . D. Distributors, Box 6116—S, Or- 
lando, Florida. 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


SEW APRONS at home for stores. Easy, 
profitable home self-employment. Write: 
ADCO, Bastrop, Louisiana. 


AGENTS WANTED 


Sell lovely handmade gold wire Jesus 
Saves lapel and tie ping. 40% profit. 
Sample on trial. Phillips Jewelry, Belle- 
ville, Michigan, 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


Prevent falls on slippery walks, avoid 
floor damage by salt, sand, cinder tracking. 
Use TIGER-TRED Indian fiber matting. 
30% discount to Churches, Schools, etc. In 
40 al yard rolls. CKB, Mountain 
view, . 
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Mr, Mueller believed in informing 
the Lord’s people respecting the 
work committed to them. The 
question was whether having given 
the information, they should then 
say to one or more of the Lord’s 
people: “We should be glad of 
your assistance in this enterprise,” 
or should leave the Holy Spirit 
to direct Christians interested to 
such conclusions as He desired 
them to make, I think this makes 
the question clear. 


If I need,—say one thousand dol- 
lars to finance a tract work or to 
do anything else, should I ask God 
for the money and there stop? 
Should I inform His people re- 
specting the need and there stop, 
or should I ask God, inform His 
people, and say to one or more of 
them: “We should be glad of your 
assistance in this work.” Respect- 
ing the first and second steps, 
I suppose all Christians will agree; 
at least I do not know any of 
them who object to either of 
these things. 


The third point is the one of 
difference, Let me first say that 
as in the case of healing, so here 
in the case of provision for tem- 
poral needs, I hold that all that is 
accomplished in any good work is 
from God. It is true that if men 
solicit money, and if in answer to 
their requests moneys are given, 
some persons will attribute the re- 
sult to the men. This has always 
seemed to me a foolish proceeding 
and a sort of atheism and blasphe- 
my, for all persons who are fairly 
intelligent about such work know 
that there are hundreds and thou- 
sands of cases where men do solicit 
unavailingly. There are other cas- 
es where solicitation is wonder- 
fully effective oftentimes; the re- 
sults are a surprise to both par- 
ties, very many times to the 
solicitor, many times to the solici- 
ted. 


What now makes the difference 
between the cases where the result 
is favorable and those instances 
where it is unfavorable? I do not 
see how anyone is to avoid taking 
God into the account here. Cer- 
tainly I do, and if a man tells me 
that he has raised a certain sum 
of money, I always feel as I 
do when a doctor tells me that he 
has healed a sick person. I do not 
believe that any doctor ever healed 
any sick person, or ever will, and 
I do not believe that any good 
man ever raised money for a good 
pcause, himself alone considered, All 
our works are wrought in God. “E- 
very good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no _ variableness, 
neither shadow of turning” (Jas. 
1:17). How absurd to the verge of 
blasphemy for men to attribute 
the favorable results of their 
activities to themselves! 


The Corn and Wheat Fields 


We all believe that in order to 
raise corn and wheat men should 
plow and plant and sow and cul- 
tivate and gather in. This is a 
commonplace. We all know that 
if men do efficiently and faithful- 
ly what they are directed-to do in 
these particulars, God frequently, 
shall I say usually, rewards their 
toil. It is His mode of administra- 
tion. He likes to see men in- 
dustrious and He likes to reward 
industry and He does. He offers 
no premiums on laziness and He 
is offended with presumption. 
Would it have been a good thing 
for Mr. Hastings, when the Holy 
Spirit reminded him of roasted 
flour, to remain on his knees, 
praying God to heal his wife? I 
do not believe it and I think if 
he had done so Mrs. Hastings 
would have died at that time. It 
seems to me that the Holy Spirit 
told him to brown the flour and 
give it to her and that a failure 
of obedience would, like any oth- 
er failure, have resulted in disas- 
ter. 

I remember some years ago 
when we were in great need of 
money at the college. We needed 
it for almost everything and so 
far as we could see, there was 
nothing before us but néed. Un- 
der these circumstances a gentle- 
man mentioned to me a lady living 
in Madison, Wisconsin, I had never 
heard of her, knew nothing a- 
bout her, but he said that she was 
a good woman, that she had 


means, that she was generous, I 


sat down and wrote a brief letter, 
telling her as well as I could our 
situation, and soliciting her in- 
terest. She replied immediately 
that she had no funds available 
at thaf time but that she was in- 
terested and thought that she 
might thereafter become a helper. 


It was only a little time—I will 
not pretend to say how long—be- 
fore I received word from her 
attorney that she had made an 
appropriation of $1,000 for this 
work. I prayed in those days as 
I do now—I try to pray without 
ceasing. In some measure I think 
God has taught me how to do 
this, not so fully and perfectly 
as I hope He will, but in some 
measure, Would it have been an 
exhibition of faith and obedience 
if I had said to myself when this 
lady was mentioned to me, or had 
said to my friend: “I pray God 
to help. I do not believe in talk- 
ing to people. If God wishes her 
to assist us, she will hear of us 
in some way and will do it.” I do 
not believer that this would have 
been pleasing to God, and I do not 
for an instant attribute her gift 
to my own exertions. I do not ad- 
mit that the work was in any 
respect less than the work of God 
because I did what I think He 
told me to do in the premises. 


I remember when I was praying 
for the recovery of Mrs. Blan- 
chard, who had been for quite a 
while seriously ill, and the Holy 
Spirit said to me: 


“Have you confessed your 
faults?” 
I said, “No.” 


He then asked me if I would 
do it, and I told him “Yes.” Sup- 
posing I had declined to obey Him, 
could I have hoped for her heal- 
ing? I do not think so. I do not 
wish anyone to receive the im- 
pression that I doubt God’s ability 
and His frequent disposition to 
help people directly. I think I have 
made myself sufficiently clear in 
regard to this point. 


I believe that sick people are 
healed, that moneys are secured, 
that human hearts are changed 
oftentimes with no human inter- 
position of any kind whatsoever. 
When human agency is impossible 
we are shut up to prayer. When 
human agency is possible, and the 
Holy Spirit directs us to employ 
it, I think we should do so, al- 
ways remembering that all our 
works are wrought of God, 


Deliverance From Sin 


Take the case of one who prays 
for sanctification and who be- 
comes sanctified, who secures vic- 
tory over the world, the flesh and 
Satan. How will it be attained? 
In many instances, no doubt, by 
the direct impulse of the Holy 
Spirit; at other times, probably, 
by direction to sources of help 
which may properly be employed. 
In each case the work is wrought 
of God, in one case by one means, 
in another case by another means. 


The Healing of the Blind Man 


I do not think I have mentioned 
in this book a fact which I have 
frequently stated, that the dif- 
ferent methods which Christ em- 
ployed in the healing of the blind 
have always seemed to me signifi- 
cant of His general plan. In one 
case, He spoke to a blind man and 
sight came into his eyes. In an- 
other case, He touched the eyes of 
a blind man and spoke, and he 
saw. In another case, He touched 
the eyes of a blind man once and 
he saw imperfectly. He touched 
them again and he saw perfect- 
ly. In still another case, He made 
clay out of the dust and placed 
that upon the blind man’s eyes 
and sent him to wash in the pool 
of Siloam, and he went and wash- 
ed and came seeing. 


No one who believes Jesus 
Christ to have been God can doubt 
His ability to have healed these 
four persons in the same manner, 
yet He chose four methods. Why? 
I think among other reasons to 
teach us that He is not shut up to 
single ways of doing things,—that 
He chooses variety. He puts this in 
nature. Study the clouds in a sum- 
mer sky and see how continually 
they change. Study the flowers 
in a meadow. Look at the reds, 
the blues, the pinks, the yellows, 
the scarlets. Study the leaves, not 
only on the different trees, but on 
a single tree. How impossible to 
find two which exactly correspond. 
Look at the fields. See the green, 
the light green, the dark green, 
the yellow. Study the trees of the 


Mark 


Luke 


‘The Revised Sta 


ndard Version 


(Continued from page 5) 


20:22 (BAPTIZED WIT H— 
BAPTISM—I AM BAPTIZED 
WITH) —out. 

27:54 (THE SON OF GOD)— 
is a small “s” son. 


2:17 call sinners (TO REPENT- 
ANCE)—is out. 

6:33 many knew (HIM)—him is 
changed to “them.” 

7:16 (Verse OUT)—about hav- 
ing ears to hear, etc. 

9:44 (Verse Out)—worm dieth 
not—fire not quenched. 

9:46 (VERSE OUT)—worm 
dieth not, etc. 

10:21 (TAKE UP THE CROSS) 
—is out—no footnote. 

11:10 (IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD)—is out, no note. 

15:28 (VERSE OUT)—Scrip- 
ture was fulfilled, etc. 

15:39 (THE SON OF GOD)—is 
a small “s” son. 

16:9-20 (11 VERSES OUT). 
—resurrection testimony. 


2:33 (JOSEPH)—is changed to 
“father.” 

24:6 (HE IS NOT HERE, BUT 
IS RISEN)—is out. 

24:12 (VERSE OUT)—Peter’s 
resurrection testimony. 

24:51 (VERSE OUT)—Christ’s 
resurrection testimony, 


John 


1:14 (BEGOTTEN)—is out— 
1:18; 3:16; 3:18; I John 4:9 
also. 

:47 He that believeth (ON ME) 
—is out. 

6:69 (THAT CHRIST, THE 
SON )—is out. 

7:53 to 8:11 (ALL VERSES 
OUT)—woman in adultery. 


6 


Acts 


8:37 (VERSE OUT)—Eunuch’s 
testimony to Deity. 

24:15 shall be a _ resurrection 
(OF THE DEAD)—out. 


Romans 
9:2 we have access (BY FAITH) 


a 


I Corinthians 
9:7 Christ—is sacrificed (FOR 
US)—is out. 


Galatians 
3:1 (THAT YE SHOULD NOT 
BELIEVE—TRUTH)—is out. 
6:15 (IN JESUS CHRIST)— 
taken out with no note. 


Ephesians 
3:9 God—created all things (BY 
JESUS CHRIST)—out. 
3:14 the Father (OF OUR 


LORD JESUS CHRIST)—is 
out. 


Colossians 


1:2 (THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST)—is out. 


1:14 we have _ redemption 
(THROUGH HIS BLOOD)— 
is out, 


I Thessalonians 
1:1 Last of verse (FROM GOD 
OUR FATHER, AND THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST)—ig 


out. 
I Timothy 
3:16 (GODLINESS)—is “re 
ligion” (GOD)— is “he” 
Hebrews 
1:3 (BY HIMSELF) purged our 
sins. ()—is out. 


7:21 (AFTER THE ORDER OF 
MELCHISEDEC)—is out. 


I Peter 


4:1 Christ hath suffered (FOR 
US)—is out. 


II Peter 


2:17 darkness is reserved (FOR- 
EVER)—out. 


I John 


4:3 (Christ IS COME IN THE 
FLESH)—is out. 


Revelation 


1:11 (I AM THE FIRST— 
LAST)— is out, 

5:14 (HIM THAT LIVETH FOR- 
EVER AND EVER)—is out. 

20:12 dead stand before (GOD) 
changed to “throne.” 


—is out, 


— THE END — - 


forest. See the beeches, the ma- 
ples, the poplars, the oaks, the 
elms, the hemlocks, the pines, 
the cypress. Here is an absolutely 
endless variety. Why? Because God 
could not make all things alike if 
He had pleased? No sane person 
believes it for a moment. But we 
have this’ variety, because it 
pleases God to make it. 

I am inclined to think He likes 
to see it as I do. He says that 
men are created in His image. I 
imagine that the things which 
please us in this wonderful world 
please Him,—that He rejoices in 
His works as His children do. 
If this is true in the world of 
things, how much more true in 
the world of rational beings. I 
hear men talk about prayer fre- 
quently and they lay down rules 
and methods. They want us to pray 
in this way and in that way. They 
tell us how they have prayed, how 
other people have prayed, and 
running through the whole of their 
teaching there is a strong under- 
tone of “Go thou, and do like- 
wise.” I do not find anything. of 
the sort in God’s Word. I do not 
believe it is the divine mind. 

It is true that we are to be fol- 
lowers of those who through faith 
and patience have inherited the 
promises. We ought to be their 
followers. It is also true that as 
many as are led by the Spirit of 
God are the sons of God, and that 
all the sons of God have a right 
to be led by the Spirit of God. I 
do not try to pray like anybody. 
I try to pray the way God wishes 
me to pray. Someone may say: 
“Well, that is a lazy way to do. 
If you would pray for hours and 
hours, if you would pray all night 
or all day, you would get on with 
your work far better than you do.” 
Possibly it is true—I will not deny 
it; I am not sure, but I shall 
never try to pray all night be- 
cause somebody else did. The ex- 
ample of Jesus does have weight. 
The example of good men has 
weight, but the only teacher who 
can teach me infallibly is the 
Spirit of God. 

If He tells me to pray all night, 
I shall try to do it. I will do it as 
faithfully as I can. If He tells me 


pray for two hours, I will do 
that. I do not doubt that occa- 
sionally in a public meeting the 
Holy Spirit tells men to pray at 
length. My observation has led me 
to believe that long prayers in 
the midst of public assemblies are 
almost always a blunder. I believe 
they are very seldom divinely or. 
dained. I have real sympathy with 
Mr. Moody’s action when at one 
time a man was praying for all 
creation in a public meeting and 
Mr, Moody finally said: “Let us 
now sing the 63rd hymn, while the 
brother is finishing his prayer.” 
It was not an irreverence; it was 
not a discourtesy. It was a relief of 
a long-suffering congregation,—@ 
needed relief, and I believe that 
it did good to all concerned, a- 
mong the rest to the man who 
was praying; that is, provided he 
was a good man. 


Public vs. Private Prayers 


I heard Mr. Moody once say 
another thing which I have always 
remembered, The remark was 
something like this: 

“Men generally pray in public 
in inverse proportion to their pri- 
vate prayers. If they pray a great 
deal in private, they are apt to be 
rather short in public prayer. If 
they pray very little in private, 
they are in danger of being more 
lengthy.” 

I do not say that this is @ 
rule; I do not believe in any rule 
for prayer except the rule which 
I have indicated. Praying in the 
Holy Ghost is the only safe thing 
for any man to undertake. Per. 
sons who do this will pray wisely 
and God will direct them to the 
things which they ought to do, 
and this is one way in which He 
will answer their prayers. I be< 
lieve there are a thousand hearts 
which, as they read these words, 
will respond to them with an af~ 
firmation that this is the man- 
ner in which God has at times 
aided them. 


(From the remarkable book, GETTING 
THINGS FROM GOD, by Dr. Charles A. 
Blanchard, published by Sword of the Lerd 
Publishers. 270 pages, $2.50. Add lie post. 


age or get at your book store.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


. » » Happy and 


(Continued from page 2) 


as a Christian, Too often I feed 
others but have no food for my 
Own poor withered soul! Some- 
times I cry out with the one in 
the Song of Solomon, “They made 
me the keeper of the vineyards; 
but mine own vineyard have I not 
kept” (Song of Sol. 1:6). Yes, some- 
times, not often, I hope, I am a 
Christian with withered leaves. 

Of course after your leaves with- 
er your fruit will begin to fail. 
I have found that so in my own 
life. The tree that is thrifty and 
healthful, with an abundant crop 
of leaves, should be expected to 
bear fruit. Christians ought to 
be so happy, so content, so easy 
to get along with, so full of the 
Christian graces that every passer- 
by will attest the genuineness of 
their religion. What a sin for 
Christians to have withered leaves, 
drooping faces, discontented 
hearts! 

When I feel the joy slipping, I 
know what I need—to go back 
with a new abandon to the Word 
of God, to love it, to delight in 
it, to meditate in it day and 
night. When I do that, I can re- 
joice again in the Lord, and there 
is a freshness to my ministry that 
otherwise would be lacking. 

A peach tree died, The leaves 
withered and began to fall just 
as the peaches began to ripen. The 
thrifty housewife gathered the 
peaches, but they were not good 
to eat fresh. They were good 
for sour pickles only! Christians 
would not bear so much sour fruit 
if their leaves were always green. 

George Mueller was a great man 
of prayer. He said that he had 
kept a record of ten thousand an- 
swers to his prayers. He said that 
before asking for anything else, 
the first duty of every Christian 
every morning is to become happy 
in the Lord. He grew to so read 
and meditate in the Word of God 
until he estimated that he read 
ten pages of the Bible to one of 
all other literature! One of the 
first duties of a Christian is to 
be close enough to God to be happy 
in Him. And remember that this 
“greenness of leaf comes by hav- 
ing one’s roots deep by the river 
of waters, the unfailing stream of 
divine revelation, the Word of 
God! 

Oh, if hungry-hearted, defeated 
people would only learn the joy 
and blessing of an intimate Know- 
ledge and loving meditation day 
and night in the Word of God! 


“In His Law Doth He Medi- 

tate Day and Night” 

To fulfill the requirements of 
this passage, the daylight is not 
enough. It will take some of the 
nighttime. Christians should so de- 
light in the Bible that they would 
meditate therein in the night as 
well as in the day. Gamblers have 
been known to gamble through 
two or three days and nights with- 
out stopping for sleep, so great is 
the greed for unholy, unearned 
gain. People often dance all night 
without sleep. Many a man with an 
active mind has read other books 
all night long. Work is more pre- 
cious than sleep to many, and plea- 
sure is a better rival still. Why 
would it be strange if a child of 
God should sometimes delight in 
the Word of God all the night 
through? 

This Scripture anticipates that 
the Word of God will so satu- 
rate the blessed man’s being that 
he can meditate on the Word while 
he works. I well remember how 
the first talks I ever made for 
Jesus were prepared as I milked 
the cows and meditated on the 
Scriptures. And the Christian who 
loves the Bible and meditates 
therein will memorize a _ great 
many passages which he can re- 
joice in at night when the lights 
are out, or in the day when his 
hands are too busy to hold THE 
BOOK. 


“Whatsoever He Doeth Shall 
Prosper” 
Again I remind you the Bible 


Prosperous Year 


has wonderful “whosoevers” and 
“whatsoevers.” It has some won- 
derful “alls” and “nones.” The Bi- 
ble uses sweeping, positive, all in- 
clusive, all exclusive language. And 
praise His name, God always 
means all He says. Men some- 
times say that things are “great”’ 
when they are ordinary. Men say 
“thousands” when they should say 
“hundreds.” But when God says 
“whatsoever” He means exactly 
that. The blessed Christian who 
delights in the Bible and meditates 
therein day and night has the un- 
failing rule of success and pros- 
perity in everything he puts his 
hand to; “whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper’! A preacher who 
constantly delights in the Word of 
God and meditates therein will 
have blessing on every sermon, 
will have blessing on his personal 
work, will have wisdom from God 
for all his decisions, He will have 
money to pay his rent, his gas, 
money with which to buy groceries. 
So it will be with every Christian, 
preacher or layman. If he first has 
his roots planted deep in the Word 
of God, and if day and night he 
meditates and delights in the pres- 
ence and will of Christ as revealed 
therein, the saved man may ex- 
pect everything he turns his hand 
to to be blessed. This is God’s un- 
failing rule for prosperity in ev- 
erything you do. 

Last New Year’s eve I promised 
God I would try to claim this 
promise. On that basis this paper 
has been blessed. On thdt basis 


God has given me some wonderful 
revivals. On that basis God has 
given health, help in the office, 
and supplied our financial needs 
day by day. I have failed to keep 
my part of the bargain much of 
the time, and sometimes as a re- 
sult I did not bear fruit in sea- 
son and my leaves began to with- 
er. But I have definitely proven 
to my own soul that the Word 
of God is true. If one gives him- 
self with an holy abandon to de- 
light in and meditate day and 
night in the Bible, prosperity will 
come in every detail of the Chris- 
tian’s life—in food, clothes, sweet 
friendships, health, in inward hap- 
piness in religious activities. 


Read the Bible Through 
This Year 


Many things a Christian should 
do with the Bible. He should read 
it and hear it read (Rev, 1:3). He 
should “search the Scriptures” 
(John 5:39). He should memorize 
much of it, hiding it in his heart 
(Ps. 119:11). He should meditate 
in the Bible continually, and cer- 
tainly he should heed it and live 
by its precepts. 

We cannot consider other dut- 
ies toward the Bible in this short 
article, but certainly all should 
read the Bible. The Bible has only 
1,189. chapters. If you read four 
chapters a day, you can read the 
entire Bible, both Old and New 
Testaments, in about ten months, 
Or you can read three chapters 
on week days and five chapters 
on Sunday and read all the Bible in 
less than a year. The average 
Christian has never read the Bi- 
ble through, though it would take 


only from twenty to thirty min- 
utes a day even for a slow reader. 
What a shame! The time spent on 
the daily newspaper by the average 
Christian would make him a good 


Please mention THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing advertisements. 


Bible student, reading through the 


entire Word of God again every 
year. 


I suggest that every Christian 
who reads this start out to love 
the Bible, learn the Bible, and 
meditate in the Bible. In as far 
as you do what God has said, you 
will find prosperity in every de- 
tail of life. 


The Promise Repeated 


Many other Scriptures could be 
quoted, but Joshua 1:7, 8 gives 
such definite promise for pros- 
perity and success that we quote it 
here: 


“Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest ob- 
serve to do according to all the 
law, which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that 
thou mayest prosper whithersoever 
thou goest, This book of the law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth; 
but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that 
is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have dpe 
success.” 


Try God’s good plan for pros- 
perity in the year 1957 and it 
will really be a happy and prosper- 
ous new year, the most truly 
happy and prosperous that you 
ever spent, 


location 
meditation, dedication 
and friendship. 
@ Bible School . 


GATEWAY TO 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


Briererest Bible Institute 
CARONPORT, Sask., Canada 


The Campus is situ- 
ated in the heart of 
the Prairies—an ideal 


for study, ‘ 


Qualified faculty 
in every depart- 
ment. Excellent 
courses, Emphasis 
on Bible. Known 
everywhere as a 
school of the Bible. 
High School . 

Fully accredited. ; 
Senior Matricula- 
tion in four years. 
Qualified Christian 
instructors who ap- 
proach all class- 
‘room work from a 
Christian viewpoint, 
Nation-wide Gospel Broadcast. 
Spacious campus—Gymnasium 
—modern facilities. 
Total fees per year: Bible 
School (including board and 
room, tuition, registration, 
laundry and library fee) $240. 
Write now for descriptive pros- 
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DEPT. 137 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATAI 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
SCRANTON 2, xe 


New}Bread Coverage {or 


NON-DRINKING DRIVERS! 


PREFERRED RISK’S NEW PLUS POLICY 


GIVES TO ALL PREFERRED RISK POLICYHOLDERS: 


(1) New “family automobile” policy protection 


(2) Insurance with other non-drinkers only 


(3) Low starting rates—with possible additional savings up to 25% 


on Preferred Risk’s Merit Reduction Plan 


PLUS 


Plus 
Plus 


Payment for Personal Effects stolen from car—up to $100 


Waiver of Attorney’s Fees and court costs for suit to 


recover for damages to your car 


Plus 
Plus 
Plus 


Payment of Emergency Transportation Expense up to $25 
Payment of Emergency Road Service charges up to $25 


Payment of Emergency Road Service charges while driving 


other cars 


Plus 
Plus 


Plus 
Plus 


Collision coverage on Temporary Substitute Automobile 


Full Limits Death Benefit (up to $2,000 per person) under 
Medical Payments Coverage on insured and/or spouse 


Waiver of depreciation on new car 


Waiver of Deductible when collision is with another Pre- 
ferred Risk policy holder. (Not applicable in IIL, 


Minn.) 


Plus 
Plus 
Plus 


(10) Waiver of Notice of Mortgage 
(11) Waiver of Right to Repair 
(12) Payment of premium for Bail Bonds up to $5,000 


Ind. & 


DOES YOUR 
PRESENT POLICY 
PROVIDE THIS? 


Yes [() No] 
Yes [] No] 
Yes [] Not] 


No 
No 


Yes [] 
Yes [] 


No 
No 
No 


Yes [] 
Yes [] 
Yes [] 


No 
No 


Yes [] 
Yes [] 


Yes [] 
Yes [] 


No 
No 
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Yes [] No 
Yes (] No] 
Yes 1] Not] 


SOMETHING MISSING? 


PREFERRED RISK 


MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 


*“‘America’s First Total Abstainers 


Automobile Insurance Company” 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW — (No pre riees: 


FOR INFORMATION 
WITH 


OBLIGATION 


— ACT NOW — USE THIS COUPON 


Address 


City 
Occupation 


Make of Car 


_Body Type and Model (Series) 
Use of Car: Cy Pleasare — () Business — () To and From Work. 


6000 GRAND AVENUE 


DES MOINES 12, 


IOWA 


Give requested information 
about all 
DRIVERS OF AUTOMOBILE 


Circle Owner of Vole Cor ———p> | mvseue | Pyncirat 


ALL OTHER DRIVERS 
1 


| 2 


| 
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oe 


